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plans for providing technical assistance to ensure that the Centers'
plans complement the SEAs1 plans for assisting, with State or Federal
funds, the Title VII projects operating in the States.

3.    Evaluation, Dissemination, and Assessment Centers

Program Scope:    There were three EDACs 1n FY 1983, funded at $1.87 million.

Benefits Provided: These centers evaluate the effectiveness and appropri-
ateness of materials for use 1n programs of bilingual education or in
bilingual education training programs; they publish and disseminate eval-
uation methods and materials; they assess the number of children 1n need
of bilingual education, the number of and need for bilingual education
teachers and personnel, and the need for curriculum materials and student
assessment Instruments; they develop instruments and procedures for use
in needs assessment surveys; and they train State education agency person-
nel and others working with programs of bilingual education in the
selection of appropriate evaluation and assessment methods and materials.

4.    Materials Development Projects Program

Program Scope:    Materials  development   was  allocated  $3.8 million   in FY

Benefits Provided: Three major activities are authorized for materials
development projects: (a) developing, testing, and disseminating
Instructional and testing materials for use 1n programs of bilingual
education; (b) developing instructional materials for use by Institutions
of higher education in training persons who are participating In, or
preparing to participate in, programs of bilingual education; and (c)
conducting needs assessments to determine specific needs for materials
development.

5.   Research and Development Program

Program Scope; The Department awarded $5.24 million for research and
evaluation studies and evaluations. Another $1.5 was budgeted to the
National Clearinghouse on Bilingual Education.

Benefits Provided: Part C research results are beginning to provide
Information for policy and management. Since 1979, sixty studies have
been supported, including basic research, applied research, development,
and evaluation. A major focus of these documents Is on research findings
of studies funded by the Part C research funds. The Clearinghouse also
provides specific information on request, A toll-free number expedites
these requests. The National Clearinghouse is currently operated by
InterAmerlca Research Associates, Inc., with joint funding from Title
VII and the National Institute of Education.rove the delivery and quality of support services provided by
